
How to take part in 
the E17 Art Trail 2021

Key Information for Artists & Organisers

This handbook covers everything* you need to know about participating as an artist 
How to register, get support and find inspiration for your E17 Art Trail event in 2021

*Any further enquiries email events@artillery.org.uk or call 07947 275774
To discuss access requirements email access@artillery.org.uk 
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mailto:accessibility@artillery.org.uk
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Artist will need to plan for a covid “Step 3” Art Trail. 
This will allow room to manoeuvre in case there 
are any delays to the Government’s road map for 
events, meaning we can be positively flexible if 
everything is more relaxed at the time.  
More info on pages 22-24 about 
Covid Planning and 
Health & Safety guidance. 

Introduction
The E17 Art Trail will be 17 years old in 2021!

Growing year-on-year, this artist-led, 
community-powered arts festival provides a 
framework for artists and makers of all ages and 
abilities to exhibit and promote their work, connect 
with other creatives and feel part of their local 
neighbourhood. 

Our 100% open submissions policy welcomes all 
types of creative work that can be exhibited or 
performed within the E17 postcode. There is a 
registration fee, more details later in this guide. 

In 2019 there were 8500 people, exhibiting or performing, in the E17 Art Trail festival programme.   

207 official festival venues hosted an amazing 396 events & exhibitions over 18 days.



Dates  1 - 18 July 2021
Artists are free to choose 
however they wish to interpret 
this theme. 

Whether using it to inspire 
choices of materials or 
concepts.

You may also choose 
something entirely different.

The choice, of course, is yours. 

Your event(s) must take place 
during the festival dates. 
They can run longer, of 
course.

You decide the opening times 
within these dates that suit 
you or your venue.

Consider your intended 
audience, would they require 
daytime, evening or weekend 
opportunities to view your 
work?

Theme   Possible Futures



Location
The E17 Art Trail takes place, as the name 
suggests, in Walthamstow, East London. 

You don’t have to be a resident of Walthamstow to 
take part. 

In previous years, we have welcomed many visiting 
curators, artists and performers. You will likely need 
to forge links with the area (if you don’t already 
have some) in order to find a venue and organise 
your event with ease.

Off map events with meeting points in E17 have 
happened in the past, get in touch with us to have a 
chat about this. 



The Map
All artists who register their event 
venue end up as a red pin and unique 
number on the Trail Guide Map. There 
are smaller, more detailed maps of 
individual zones of E17 in addition to 
this.

Your venue could be a studio, garden, 
window, shop, cafe, park, driveway, 
home or porch. 

Where else can you think of? 
See 2019’s event map for ideas.

This year, you also need to think 
about accessibility and health & 
safety guidelines. 



Venues
In 2005 the E17 Art trail was founded by two 
Walthamstow-based artists searching for 
interesting, creative solutions to the shortage of 
dedicated arts spaces. This year’s event will have 
to be the most creative yet, due to changing 
Government guidelines and health & safety 
assurances.

Previous trail events have taken place in all kinds 
of spaces from churches, cafes, and school 
playgrounds to roof gardens, bell towers and living 
rooms. As long as it is safe, accessible and you 
have permission to use it as an event space for 
this purpose. 

 

Online
You could also submit an online project. 

An online event could be, a recorded piece, 
a live gallery, a  studio tour, a meet the artist 
or online workshop. Host an online collaboration 
or poetry recital or animation. 

Potentials of creating a hybrid of virtual and real 
life elements - using a physical space plus offering 
online links to a preview behind the scenes or a 
talk for example.

You could also consider:

Group Shows

Outdoor Spaces

Window galleries
See Artist Open Houses Online for further 
inspiration on workspaces and communicating 
via short videos all made by local creatives in 
response to the first lockdown. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SgMibDEink&list=PL-_t9uX2s8JbFiriAcmJ0xtw4Ul5gFah2


Venues: Things To think about

● Think about potential collaborations you 
could have with using a specific venue. If 
you are a venue, think about how you can 
support the artist, whether to help with 
your own expertise or part funding their 
work in your premises. Can sales of works 
be made from the venue in some way? 
Commission arrangement?

● Always seek (and obtain!) permission of 
the relevant person to ask. 

● Consideration, kindness and timeliness. 
Stick to agreed times for site visits, 
installation, meet the artist events. 
Remember small venues are not store 
rooms. Collect your work on an agreed 
end date. 

● Manage expectations - outline a simple 
contract about what you as the artist propose 
to deliver by July 1st. What is the venue 
expecting from you and what do you expect 
from the venue? Eg. clean walls, how the work 
will be  installed, fixings to be used, best access 
times, how to remedy any damages from 
display materials.

● Deliver what you say you will, at the time you 
say. Keep in contact with each other. Potential 
for a joint strategy for marketing to encourage 
visitors to come to your event?

● Health & Safety considerations. How will you 
install? How will the audience interact? How 
and when will you deinstall? What impact will 
Covid have on audiences accessing spaces?



Idea Sparks: Creative Climate Talks
A series of live panel discussions to promote 
and interrogate discussion of the E17 Art Trail 
theme Possible Futures.

Each talk sees an array of exciting guest 
artists and practitioners invited to speak and 
respond to questions from the audience 
regarding sustainability in the arts and looking 
at how to develop sustainability on a local 
level.
 
● Next talk: March 2021 (TBC)

● Recordings of past talks are available to 
catch up on Artilllery YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCETAK6TnRLQQLNlWbOOU7xQ


Networking
We normally host regular network events and social 
occasions for members to meet each other in the 
run up to the E17 Art Trail, and this year, despite 
everything, is no different.

Stay in touch with other exhibitors - inspire, 
collaborate, find venues, sound out ideas, get advice 
from others. In normal times these meetings would 
be in real life. We are adapting in order to offer peer 
support groups hosted by experienced E17 Art 
Trailers as well as Idea Sparks Talks and 1-2-1 
sessions every week.

We will host events again face to face as soon as 
pandemic rules safely allow.

1-2-1 Support
We are currently running regular 30            minute 
1-to-1 sessions on Mondays and Tuesdays via 
Zoom, Teams, telephone, whichever is your 
prefered method – to answer any questions you 
may have, to offer advice and support your ideas 
as a friendly sounding board.

Do book in to have a chat – we look forward to 
hearing your plans!

Book all available sessions via Eventbrite: 
http://www.artillery.eventbrite.co.uk

You can also call Artillery to book on 
07947 275774

 To discuss any access requirements email access@artillery.org.uk 

http://www.artillery.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:accessibility@artillery.org.uk


E17 Art Trail Online 

E17 Art Trail Artists & Organisers 
(Request to join) 

Facebook (Public page)

 E17 Art Trail Website WhatsApp Instagram

Twitter Artillery YouTube Channel

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5210296901
https://www.facebook.com/E17ArtTrail
http://e17arttrail.co.uk
https://chat.whatsapp.com/El09slK64ov4iBYb3AM2jk
https://www.instagram.com/e17arttrail
https://twitter.com/e17arttrail
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCETAK6TnRLQQLNlWbOOU7xQ/


Registration 



Registration
To register for the E17 Art Trail 2021

1. Use the ‘contact us’ form on our website to 
introduce yourself

2. Pay for each event listing you require in the 
Trail Guide via website or request an invoice 
if needed

3. Submit your event details by 2 April

4. Start working on your event

One registration fee is for one listing 

with image in the Trail Guide.

Please note: You will need to register and pay for 
additional events or exhibitions separately.

For example, if you are organising a group show 
in a large venue and each artist wants their own 
details, these would be standard listings. They 
will be grouped with the main event listing. Ie 
12a, 12b,12c,12d. Do let us know if you might 
require something different to this format. 

You can sign up for one or more listings via the 
Enquiry form at www.e17arttrail.co.uk and we 
can invoice you.

http://www.e17arttrail.co.uk


E17 Art trail 2021 Fees
● 1 x Event/exhibition listing is £60

This is for events on specific days/times. This is a 
standard listing, as in previous years.

● 1 x Daylight hours & everyday £30

This is a new simplified type of listing and gives 
NO event times. This could be outdoor artworks, 
window displays or online content that is visible 
for the duration of the festival.

There is no separate Venue Partner sponsorship 
fee in 2021 in acknowledgement of extra 
pressures on local businesses.

If you find the registration fees prohibitive, 
please consider collaborating and sharing 
venues or being part of a group exhibition.

You can pay online at www.e17arttrail.co.uk 

Stoneydown Sticks Together, 
By Stoneydown Primary School, Pretoria Avenue in 2019

http://www.e17arttrail.co.uk


Trail Guide
The E17 Art Trail guide is a much treasured printed 
programme which gets distributed in its thousands 
all over Waltham Forest and beyond. 

The listings are comprehensive -  there were almost 
400 events and listings in the Guide in 2019.  Your 
events are listed by a number corresponding to the 
art trail Map, a real treasure trove of  creativeness to 
be discovered  within Walthamstow. 

There is a Calendar section too, if your event is a 
one-off such as a book launch, workshop or 
performance. You can be in the calendar OR the 
listings. Whichever suits your event type most. 

Your E17 Art Trail registration fee pays for one 
individual listing in the Trail Guide. Some group shows 
prefer to have multiple individual listings for each 
artist. Some artists share one listing. 

A digital platform for the festival is 
being developed to include all your 
event listings and additionally enable 
virtual visits and online event hosting.



● TITLE of your Exhibition / Event (max 40 characters)
● NAME of Artist(s) / Group
● VENUE address and days & times open to the public
● DESCRIPTION of what it is you are doing (max 220 

characters) You want people to come! Is there a 
concept? Briefly who you are, materials used etc. Be 
flexible in your wording if works not finalised yet.

● CONTACT Details, either a website, an email address 
or venue telephone number. How can the public ask 
you questions about your work or how to get to your 
venue?

●  SOCIAL Links for Instagram / Twitter / Facebook 

Listing Format After you have registered and paid, we will need the following 
information for your event listing(s) in the Trail Guide programme. 

With so many listings, it is essential that you provide accurate details and check spellings and timings. 
Your audience want to arrive on the correct days! Please contact Artillery if you need help with this.



Images
An image is needed to accompany your 
event listing in the Trail Guide.  See listings 
example from the 2019 Trail Guide on the 
right. This year the images will be square 
to aid sharing across online platforms. 

● Format: Square (1:1)
● Quality: 300dpi is ideal, though 

smartphone camera pictures are 
generally fine. 

Think about: What would sell your event? 
A piece of the work, a detail, a preliminary 
sketch, a shot of yourself, or existing work 
that best represents what will be on offer. 

We have an E17 Art Trail Photography Video Guide to help you.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCETAK6TnRLQQLNlWbOOU7xQ/


Open Call: Group Show at Gnome House
We welcome proposals from:

● Artists living or working in or near 
Waltham Forest, London 

● Practicing, emerging or studying 
artists

● Community arts facilitators or 
practitioners

● Artist groups
● Workshop facilitators

Deadline: 11pm, 9 May 2021 

Fee: FREE to apply

Apply: https://www.darkyellowdot.com

This is an opportunity to display artwork at this year's 
festival hub for the E17 Art Trail - Gnome House, 
an art centre close to Blackhorse Road tube station, 
Walthamstow. The group show is curated by 
Dark Yellow Dot for Artillery.

Notes: This exhibition will be featured in the Trail Guide 
but as the selection process is after the general E17 Art 
Trail 2021 registration deadline, individual artist names 
won’t be listed. 

You do not need to be registered for E17 Art Trail with a 
Trail Guide listing to apply. All are welcome to apply, 
though submission does not guarantee a spot.

https://www.darkyellowdot.com
https://e17arttrail.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=37d0512ae4c7724cc579cbdbe&id=41dcf0be4d&e=ed206d92f3
https://www.darkyellowdot.com


Marketing & Promotion Tips



Tell Everyone!
Please help make the E17 Art Trail 2021 as visible as 
possible! Artists need audiences and audiences will 
need to discover you and your event(s).

Invite friends, family, neighbours, newcomers to the area 
who may not know (yet!) what a wonderful thing the trail 
is.

E17 Art Trail participants play a vital role in marketing 
the festival. Personal invitations are by far the most 
effective means of communication.

Keep us in the loop, tag us online #E17ArtTrail & send us 
copies of any press releases you write and any high 
quality images we can share for publicity. 

Show us your different stages of work, we (and the 
public) love to see the story behind the scenes too. 

#E17ArtTrail



Distribution
Artillery will produce and distribute Trail Guides, 
posters and flyers to key venues across the 
borough and north east London.

With your help we can safely distribute materials 
to key individuals, neighbours, friends at the 
school gate and wider to workplaces across 
London and beyond.

You can collect Trail Guides and publicity 
materials in June.

A number of E17 Art Trail venues act as depots 
for you to collect the Trail Guides from in the run 
up to and during the festival. 

●  If you can help with this aspect, do get in 
touch, email events@artillery.org.uk. 

mailto:events@artillery.org.uk


Health & Safety



Health & Safety: Covid-19
We can’t deny that Covid-19 will change the shape of the E17 Art Trail this year. 
No matter what restrictions are lifted by July, many safety protocols such as Hands, Face, Space will 
remain in place. 

The virus will not have been eliminated and so we ask everyone to continue showing consideration and 
responsibility to the safety to all our community and audiences. Therefore we will ask artists to plan events 
with basic “Covid Secure” principles in mind, providing us with Risk Assessments for both Covid Security 
and Health & Safety (H&S). 

Covid considerations might include: Covid Road Map ‘Step 3’:
Venues and studios will be asked to operate at 50% 
capacity, with limits on 30 people outdoors (with the aim of 
lifting this if we can).

If you are planning to do any workshops we’ll be running a 
session on “Planning your workshop safely”. This will look at 
the above considerations as well as things like not sharing 
tools, avoiding direct or close contact, etc. We are working 
on a positive “How” rather than “No” but it is important that 
you feel comfortable, and your work is accessible to those 
who may still be vulnerable. 

● How to calculate and enable distancing measures 
within your venue/studio

● Setting up hand washing/sanitising facilities 
● Determine the safety of visitors into domestic spaces.
● Ensure face coverings are worn in indoor spaces 
● How to avoid sharing equipment such as pencils and 

paper. 



Health & Safety: General

Jessica Hudsley is our Events Health & Safety 
Advisor and will host specific events regarding 
Health & Safety matters in the coming months, 
and you can email questions to her directly at 
jess@artillery.org.uk.

The Toolkit will enable artists to properly consider 
what ways they may need to adapt to maintain a 
covid secure environment. It will also help guide 
everyone through the Risk Assessment process 
ensuring work is installed with utmost consideration 
to public safety.

The Toolkit will include:

● A structured framework for assessing 
whether events are COVID-secure and what 
measures you will still need to put in place 
(Hands/Face/Space)

● Branded signage / empty belly posters
● Questions to prompt you to plan your Risk 

Assessment
● Templates for Risk Assessment & Covid 

Planning

A full HEALTH & SAFETY TOOLKIT is being 
developed to help communicate all the H&S 
planning that artists will need for 2021. 

General H&S covers things like 
electrical components, public 
interaction, trip hazards, falling 
objects, use of tools and equipment 
etc. We will be running workshops to 
go through the template in June to 
help artists navigate the risk matrix 
calculations.

mailto:Jess@Artillery.org.uk


That’s all for now
From all of us at Artillery…We hope that this handbook 
has answered most of your questions 
and given you lot of ideas to think about. Please do feel 
free to refer back to it as your plans develop.

We look forward to seeing what the residents of E17 
prepare for this year’s edition of the festival! Initial 
proposals we have heard are all very intriguing and 
exciting to envision! Do sign up and register and pay 
for your listing  before 2 April if you haven’t already 
done so.

Stay in touch with us as you develop your plans, 
connect with your fellow creatives and we hope you 
find inspiration & motivation using the resources we 
have provided, as well as using our online links for 
further networking.

Sign up for our regular newsletter at 
www.e17arttrail.co.uk to ensure you always have 
the latest E17 Art Trail 2021 news to hand.

http://www.e17arttrail.co.uk


E17 Art Trail 2021: Where will you place your pin?
Email events@artillery.org.uk with any further queries

mailto:events@artillery.org.uk


Your E17 Art Trail planning notes:


